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Course Objectives

UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COURSE PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
 Describe the components of a comprehensive regional approach to addressing 

addiction-related issues aimed at mitigating stressors on correctional, medical and 
judicial systems.

 Apply various evidence-based treatment models to their specific populations, 
facilities and regions.

 Recognize the monetary, safety and systematic benefits to presenting the best 
evidence-based programing in a correctional setting.

 Outline challenges faced by programs for treating criminal justice involved 
populations.

 Explain the importance of relationships with those in recovery.
 Identify the benefits of a holistic approach.
 Discuss how the Kenton County Detention Center’s Jail Substance Abuse Program is 

replicable and scalable to meet the needs of other communities.



Kenton County Detention Center 

What is JSAP?



Bio Psycho Social Spiritual Model of Care 

Bio
• Substance-Use Disorder impacts on the brain are chronic and progressive.

Psycho
• Cognitive Behavioral Therapies address the connections between criminal and 

addictive thinking and behaviors. 

Social
• Therapeutic Community living environments require social cohesion and interaction.

Spirit
• Connections to community and fellowship strengthen the recovery lifestyle.



Medication Assisted Therapies



Aftercare

Programming  Transportation Housing 

Employment Supervision 



Criminal Justice Kentucky Treatment Outcome Study 
2017 

M
on

et
ar

y • 1 : 4.52
• 66.9% were 

employed
• 78.2% reported 

providing 
financial support 
to their children

Sa
fe

ty • Less Incidents 
• Less 

Contraband 
• Less Violence
• 80.0% received 

services they 
needed to get 
better 

Sy
st

em
s • 56.0% had not 

been re-
incarcerated.

• 82.3% were 
living in stable 
housing

• 79.4% 
considered the 
treatment 
program to be 
successful



Challenges 

Demand Supply 



More Challenges 

- Diversion 

- Overcrowding 

- Funding 

- Healthcare 

- Stigma 



Scalability and Replication 

Leadership 

Evidence 

Willingness



Harm Reduction Strategies  

Overdose Prevention 
- Syringe Access & Exchange Programs 

- Healthcare 
- Wound-care
- Case Management 
- Narcan 



Contact Information 

Jason Merrick, MSW, CADC
Director of Addiction Services

Kenton County Detention Center
3000 Decker Crane Lane Covington, Ky. 41017

Phone: (859) 363-2437 Fax: (859) 363-0425 jason.merrick@kentoncounty.org

Courtney Ham, Reentry Specialist
Kenton County Detention Center

3000 Decker Crane Lane Covington, Ky. 41017
859-948-1159

Courtney.ham@kentoncounty.org

mailto:jason.merrick@kentoncounty.org


Reentry Employment Program Administrator

What is it that you do???



Legislative Changes



Expungement in Kentucky



List of Eligible Felonies for Expungement

Possession of controlled substance, 1st degree
Flagrant non support
Criminal possession of forged instrument, 2nd degree
Theft by unlawful taking
Criminal mischief, 1st degree
Receiving stolen property under $10,000
Burglary, 3rd degree
Tampering with physical evidence
Forgery, 2nd degree
Theft by deception under $10,000
Making a false statement regarding a prescription
Possess, manufacture, sell, dispense, etc. a counterfeit 
substance
Obtain a prescription without having formed a practitioner-
patient relationship
Criminal possession of a forged prescription
Theft of motor vehicle plates/decal
Theft of mail matter
Cultivation of marijuana
Possession of controlled substance in 2nd degree *enhanced*
Theft of property lost, mislaid, or delivered by mistake
Possession of controlled substance in 3rd degree *enhanced*
Possession of a forgery device
Forgery of a prescription for a legend drug, 1st offense

Theft by extortion
Unauthorized use of automobile or other propelled vehicle
Unauthorized use/dissemination/receipt of DNA info
Theft, criminal possession, or trafficking of a prescription for 
legend drug
Trafficking in or transferring a dietary supplement
Promoting gambling
Unlawful sale/shipment of alcoholic beverages by out-of-state 
seller to a KY consumer
Counterfeiting intellectual property
Filing illegal lien Insurance Act
Engaging in real estate brokerage without license
Unlawful access to a computer in the second degree
Theft of labor
Obscuring identity of machine or other property
Operating a sham or front company
Sports bribery
Misuse of confidential information
Eavesdropping
Installing eavesdropping device
Conspiracy to promote gambling
Possession of gambling records in the first degree

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=39533
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19999
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19828
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=42315
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=19790


Jarvis Livingston
859-327-5321

Jarvis.Livingston@ky.gov

www.CleanSlateKentucky.com

www.kentuckyreentry.org

mailto:Jarvis.Livingston@ky.gov
http://www.cleanslatekentucky.com/
http://www.kentuckyreentry.org/
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